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2017 TOP OREGON POLITICAL 


STORIES 


Looking back 
at a busy year 
in politics 

A budget shortfall solution, sexual 


misconduct allegations and Oregon 
Medicaid mess among top 10 issues 


Hillary Borrud, Gordon R. Friedman 
and Betsy Hammond The Oregonian/OregonLive 


It was a busy year in Oregon politics, and The Oregonian/ 
OregonLive reporters covering the state Capitol and Port- 
land City Hall published nearly 600 stories as part of their 
watch over government for you. 

In Salem, lawmakers passed a $5.3 billion transporta- 
tion plan, prosecutors dropped criminal investigations of 
former Gov. John Kitzhaber and Cylvia Hayes, and a scan- 
dal erupted over accusations that a state senator sexually 
harassed two colleagues. In Portland, Mayor Ted Wheeler 
learned firsthand how difficult it is to create affordable 
housing in Portland. 


The state budget shortfall and corporate tax increase 
that didn’t happen 

Lawmakers opened the 2017 Legislative session with 
sharp warnings: the state faced a $1.8 billion hole in the 
next two-year budget and without a tax increase, spend- 
ing cuts or a combination of the two, Oregon would be in 
trouble. Democrats and public employee unions wanted a 
tax hike on corporations, while Republicans and business 
groups called for cutbacks in pensions and other areas. 

Oregonians would lose Medicaid benefits, class sizes and 
child welfare caseloads would balloon, and districts might 
be forced to lay off teachers, lawmakers warned. 

Six months later, they had given up on raising corporate 
taxes and significant pension reforms. Yet they went home 
with a balanced budget, thanks to a $550 million package of 
temporary health care taxes and a $400 million windfall as 
the economy — and state revenues — exceeded expectations. 
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The year in national politics 


Donald Trump’s unpredictable approach to 
the presidency often worked against him 

as Republicans navigated a tumultuous but 
ultimately productive year in Congress. A5 
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SPORTS 
Georgia prevails in 
high-scoring Rose Bowl ne 


Y 
Georgia comes back from a 17-point deficit 
against Oklahoma in the Rose Bowl to win 
54-48 in double overtime and advance to 
the championship game in Atlanta. B1 
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WORLD 
Iran unrest death toll 
rises with violent night 


“Armed protesters” in Iran tried to overrun 
military bases and police stations before 
security forces repelled them, raising the 
death toll to at least 13. A6 


SKYGAZING 


A SUPER START 
TO NEW YEAR 


The first supermoon of 2018 — called a wolf moon — rose on New Year’s Day, a celestial gift to start 


out the year. On Monday, the moon was near its closest point in its orbit around the Earth, which 


makes it appear fuller and brighter (above, the moon appears behind a statue of George Washing- 


ton atop the Trenton Battle Monument in New Jersey). According to the Farmer’s Almanac, the full 


moon in January was nicknamed a “Full Wolf Moon” during colonial times because it appeared 


when wolves howled in hunger outside the villages. But if you didn’t get a great view, don’t worry. 


This New Year’s supermoon is actually part of a triple sky treat — a consecutive run of supermoons 


stretching from Dec 3, 2017, to Jan. 31. The latter will mark the second full moon in a month, a “blue 


moon,” and will feature a total lunar eclipse. Julio Cortez, Associated Press 


HEALTH 


Hazards of a resolution-driven rush to gyms 


January is a boom time for the fitness industry, as millions 
of guilt-ridden Americans flock to health clubs to try to 
shed excess pounds acquired over the holidays. But for the 
inexperienced, the gym can pose unexpected hazards. 


The pitfalls: Many fitness wannabes are not familiar with 
how to use exercise machines and other equipment and can 
easily sustain head, eye, back, neck, hip, leg and ankle injuries. 


Injuries: Hundreds of thousands of Americans suffer inju- 
ries every year while working out — stumbling on tread- 
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mills, falling off exercise balls, getting snapped in the face by 
resistance bands and dropping weights on their toes . Nearly 
460,000 people went to hospital emergency rooms in 2012 
for injuries related to exercise equipment, according to Con- 
sumer Products Safety Commission data analyzed by USA 
Today in 2015. Most were treated and released, but about 
32,000 were hospitalized and a few were dead on arrival. — 
Washington Post 


Inside: Read up on five tips from fitness experts on how to 


stay safe while working out. A7 
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